Anchorage Weavers
& Spinners Guild

Thrums! and other weaving waste by-products
Thrums are the waste yarns from weaving. The majority being the "loom waste" that
is calculated for one's loom. Other waste products - such as empty cardboard or
plastic cones - the end products of our using the fiber. So what to do with the
thrums? Or the other waste products? The following are just a few ideas:

¥ Use the thrums as a header on warps to spread the warp out even.

¥ Weave something with it? You may have to lay a lot of it in by hand, but it
might make a really interesting piece of something to make a bag or
something out of.

¥ Tie all your thrums together, leaving about an inch loose at each knot, then
use them for weft and made a very interesting multi-colored vest with a sort
of shag-look resulting from the 1 inch loose ends. Or possibly a blanket.

¥ Weave placemats with sorted pieces of material. Cuts them short even when
they are too long, match the colors and weave the 10 to 20 inches strips, one
at a time. Usually there are no two rows that are the same. It does beautiful
work.

¥ Use to tie hang tags on woven items or on handspun skeins
¥ Use to make great "hit and miss" mug rugs

¥ Use them in a rya pile rug. Arrange these waste pieces of yarn more or less in
color wheel order and weave yourself a rainbow rug.

¥ Donating weaving waste to a local preschool (especially a cooperative type),
day care centers or kindergarten would be good - they always need craft
supplies - the spools would make a great donation - preschoolers can build
out of anything. Usually get rid of things in September so they have a full
years to use and play with. The ultimate solution as they leave my studio and
end up on someone's fridge as a lovingly made craft or cat toy or what ever.
Or making pretty"thrum" strings for Mother Day projects.

¥ Use to tie up handspun skeins or as choke ties on warps

¥ For handspinners, use short thrums to add to your fiber in spinning novelty
yarn.



¥ Or you can do this yourself if you have a drum carder. Hand carders may be a
bit tedious, but it is possible. Or you can just add short thrums to the fiber as
you spin. Great colorful novelty yarns.

¥ Do you know someone who makes paper? Or, even better, do you know
someone who teaches papermaking class? Those thrums are wonderful
addition to paper pulp and they make beautiful paper. Cut very short, say
1/4" or so, but longer yarn may be interesting as well.

¥ Off the internet: If you can knit, you can incorporate those snippets into a
project. You can make some beautiful jackets and coats of many colors - all
knitted with thrums of varying sizes, colors, thick/thin, etc.

¥ Off the internet: Save those empty cardboard and plastic cones for a friend
who does psychotherapy with rehab patients, like stroke victims.. Maybe you
can find someone in your area. They have to be cone shaped and they are
hard to come by.

¥ Empty cones make great bases for paper maché Christmas Angels!

¥ Tie them together and use them to make double corduroy rugs or twice
woven/chenille floor rugs. Use them tied together and overdyed to blend
them all & then woven into a fabric again with all the knots just hanging out
the front.

¥ Braid thrums to make handles on purses, straps for bags
¥ Don't forget your favorite Florist, as they use the cones in there line of work.

¥ You can donate it to one of the many fiber art charities listed on-line. There
are many weavers and knitters who can always use some more yarn to make
things for those who are needy in our world. Just go to any search engine and
type in "charity crafting” or "crafts for charity".

¥ Use waste yarn for stuffing little stuffed toys for kids. Cut it up into little bits
and carded it with wool (mercerized cotton is nice for this, shiny and stands
out from the wool) to spin.

¥ Use them on a pot holder loom to make mats. Put thrum warps through one
direction and attach them to the pegs either by tying knots to hold them or
putting tape across, rubber bands or what ever you have. Then weave thrums
in the other direction for weft either singly or by bundles using a tapestry
needle.

¥ Cut thrums into 2 - 2 1/2 inch lengths, save them up until you have enough
to hook into rugs.

¥ Use them to tie-up tomato plants!
¥ Combine several thrums of the same lengths, tie up both ends in a tight

overhand knot. Let your dog enjoy a great pull toy!

http://anchorageweavespin.org/tips-thrums.html



