Tea Towels from Start to Sales Table

Yarns and Sett
Yam Tabby or Two shuitle weave structures Twill
2/8 cotton or cottolin warp 18,20 (24) epi 20 or 24 epi
2/16 cotton or cottolin wasp 24,30 epi 24,30 epi
' 4/8 cotton warp 12 epi 15 epi
2/16 warp, 2/8 weft 20 epi 20 epi
Size

Full sized tea towels start with a warp width of 24" and woven to a length of 36" or close to those
dimensions. This follows the 2:3 ration which is commonty used in woven items (as well as
others of course).

The finished size will be approximately 211/2" x 32"

Warp length: allow 1 yard per towel: this will take shrinkage and loom waste into consideration.
There may be a bit of extra warp at the end for pot holders or a hand towel.

Weave Structures

Beware of large floats: with a sett of 18 epi, floats of five threads are the maximum and only if
those floats are surrounded by shorter floats or by a tabby weft shot. Floats over three ends are
preferred at 18 epi. As the sett becomes closer, floats can be a bit longer. So at 20 or 24 epi,
multiple floats over five threads are fine.

a) Single Shuttle Weave Structures

~ Tabby: add colour stripes or weave plaids or textured yarns

~ Lace weaves: Huck, Bronson, Spot Bronson, Canvas weave efc are all suitable for tea towels
but beware of log floats in all over lace patterns. Lace surrounded by some plain weave is
preferable.

~ Twill; watch for t0o many five thread floats when reversing, Changing weft colours with twills
can create images of wine glasses etc

~ Combinations of the above ;

~ Supplementary Warps can be used to create pictoral images or stripes or vertical borders,

b) Multiple Shuttle Weaves

Overshot, Summer and Winter, Crackle etc can be used to weave many different patterns or
designs in the tea towels. Summer and Winter is well suited to weave fish, butterflies etc

These patterns can be woven throughout the entire or as horizontal or vertical borders.

Using multi-shuttie weave structures can make heavier tea fowels, To malke them lighter, use a
finer thread for the tabby shot. Example 2/8 cotton warp and patiern weft and 2/16 tabby thread,

On Loom Weaving Tips

Weave a header then about a 2 inch hem at each end and approximately 32" for the towel itself
depending on your pattern.

Separate each tea towel with a few shots of a different colour: this will be where you can serge
them apart after finishing.
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Weaving the Hems

There are two main strategies used when weaving hems:

1. Make the hem so it blends in with the pattern in the towel.
2. To frame the tea towel.

Experiment: What is the best way to weave a nice looking hem?

2/8 cotton warp sett at 18 epi

Towel A: Twill throughout towel AND hem all 2/8 cotton

Towel B: Twill towel, tabby hem both 2/8 cotion

Towel C: Twill fowel in 2/8 cotton, hem in 2/16 cotton

Towel D: Twill towel in 2/8 cotton, top pari of hem in 2/8 but the turned under part in 2/16
Towel B: Twill towel in 2/8 cotton, hem all 2/16 with one shot of waste yarn in both sections that
will be turned over. These are removed after washing right before hemming to provide a but of
extra warp space for those turns.

Conclusion:

Finishing

Make a necessary repairs first.

Do not separate the length of woven fabric into separate towels unless the warp is quite long.
Machine wash and dry as the customer will, This can be soaked in water for several hours before
washing when using a front loading machine which uses a limited amount of water. Recommend
hot water at regular cycle setting. Label if different.

Then divide into individual towels by serging over the scarp yam dividers. Or cut and then use a
zig zag stitch.

It may be pressed at this point or after hemming

Hemming

The opposite direction hemming idea from Jane Stafford seems nice but can also look like a
mistake. Recommend labelling it on the sales tag.

Machine stitch follow a row of weft yarm to sew in a straight line

Colour match the thread as closely as possible. Grey does not match every colour. Fine for serging
or zig zag edge because it will be tumed under

Cotton thread is ideal if the towel is woven in cotton, but polyester combinations work as well.
Can be hand stitched of course. Requires more time but it can be done invisibly

press with lots of steam on both sides with extra atiention at the hems

A hanging loop can be sewn into the hem. As can your label.

Sale ready

Do your own quality control. This is best done while pressing. Check for treadling and threading
errors especially skips. Check for yarn ends and sewing thread ends. Clip close to the weaving.
Fold into three lengthwise and then three of four width wise depending on length.

I there is a border on the selvedges or at hems, ensure that they are visible after folding.

Prices
$25.00 - $35.00 Assuming they are full sized as recommended. Lower price for smaller ones.
More expensive ones will be woven using linen or elaborate weave structures using multiple
shafts

Compilete sales tags indicating the washing instructions and fibre content.



